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2026 State 
Legislative Session 

Kick-off

Diana Hart, State Relations Policy Advisor
Katie K Halse, Intergovernmental Relations Assistant Director

City Manager’s Office

January 13, 2026
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Agenda

1. 2026 Legislative 
Session Expectations

2. Review Bellevue’s 
State Legislative Agenda

3. AWC Legislative Agenda

4. Next steps



2026 Legislative Session Preview
• Second year of the two-year biennium, 60-day session 

(begins Jan. 12)
• Supplemental 2025-27 budgets

• Operating

• Transportation

• Capital

• Consider and adopt policy
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2026 Legislative Political Climate

 Uncommonly high occurrence of legislative seats on off-
cycle election in November due to appointments in 2025
 Elections resulted in no change in partisan makeup of 

Legislature or to Bellevue’s legislative delegation

 2026 is a campaign year for 
half of the Senate and all 
members of the House



Likely Hot Topics in the 2026 Session
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• Continued Budget Shortfall

• Federal Government Action 
Response

• Human Services

• Housing Affordability



City of Bellevue 
2026 State Legislative Agenda
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2026 Key Legislative Priorities
• Economic Prosperity and Partnership

• Affordable Housing

• Transportation

• I-405/SR 167 Corridor

• Business Access and Transit (BAT) Lanes

• SR 520/124th Ave NE Interchange Project

• Streamlined Permitting
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2026 State Policy Statement
• High Performance Government, including fiscal sustainability and 

liability

• Thriving People & Communities, including human services and 
behavioral health

• Vibrant Economy, including economic and workforce development

• Safe & Efficient Transportation, including Vision Zero and smart 
mobility

• High Quality Built & Natural Environment, including utilities 
infrastructure and land use

• Community Safety & Health, including first responders, law 
enforcement, and justice
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AWC 2026 Legislative Agenda

• Indigent Defense

• Transportation

• Housing Supply

• Shared Revenues



Next Steps

 January 21-22: AWC’s City Action Days

 February 17: House of Origin Cutoff

 February 20: Revenue Forecast

 March 6: Opposite House Cutoff

 March 12: Legislative Session Ends
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 Meetings with 41st and 48th district legislators and visits to 
Olympia

 Discussions with AWC, other cities, and stakeholders on key 
emerging issues

 Advance Key Legislative Priorities
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