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2026 Legislative Session Preview

« Second year of the two-year biennium, 60-day session
(begins Jan. 12)

« Supplemental 2025-27 budgets

« Operating y

« Transportation

« Capital g

« Consider and adopt policy
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2026 Legislative Political Climate

= Uncommonly high occurrence of legislative seats on off-
cycle election in November due to appointments in 2025

= Elections resulted in no change in partisan makeup of
Legislature or to Bellevue’s legislative delegation

= 2026 is a campaign year for
half of the Senate and all
members of the House
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Likely Hot Topics in the 2026 Session

"~ + Continued Budget Shortfall

Federal Government Action
Response

Human Services

Housing Affordability
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Economic prosperity and partnership

State and federal actions play a significant role in shaping Bellevue's economic health. The City asks
to be engaged as @ consulted partner as the Legislature considers responses to shifting economic
conditions and federal policy changes- The dedisions. by the L egislature have direct downstream impacts
on city services and affordability for our residents. Bellevue strongly urges the Legislature t©© avoid tax
pmposals that could create 2 direct impact on our employment base and may put Washington at &
competitive disadvantage in a dynamic marketplace.

Bellevue will evaluate state taxation pmposa\s or budget adjustments hrough the lens of fiscal

sustainability and economic prosperity- We support strategies that promote Fair competition among

businesses without dispropomonate impacton size or industry: foster jnnovation and economic
lent in communities across Washington- Bellevue urges the

growth, and help attract and retain ta
State to prioritize revenue sourcest more stable atvoss economic cycles, while
pacts on cities, veside d ratepayers.

carefully balancing fisc3 qewith the polential imn|

gislative priorities

U
ing Bellevl s erm growth plans.

Affordable Housing ‘ )
Bellevue seeks ongoing partnership with the TS working to reduce permit processing
timelines by vmp\ement‘\ng Senate Bill 5290

state to help pbuild an equitable and caring
community where everyone can thrive. We urge (2023) and investing in innovative technologies
the Legislature £ provide adequate funding, 1o streamiine review processes: As these local
resources and time to offectively implement efforts continue, Bellevue urges the Legislature
recent state jand use and housing laws that have © prioritize funding support and incentive-
signiﬁcar\t\y impacted cities- pased approames. rather than 1mpos‘mg
additionat mandates, 10 help ]ur‘vsdictiuns
accelerate permitting.
Bellevue suppores the eCityGov Aliance funding
request that will modernize MyBuitdi ngPermit
online platform s@ that it remains an industry-
\eading, digital permitting technology solution
with improved outcomes for applicants,

Bellevue supports flexible funding tools for

focal jurisdictions to address affordable housing
needs, including construction and preservalion of
affordable housing. Funding tools should provide
support for early planning. pre—development

and acquisition © promote affordable housing

development in diverse, inclusive and growing
communities like Bellevue. customers, planners, puilders and designers. sho i n,
The eCityGov Afliance is the only non-profit. Liabip uld not p, s right ese, bl
Streamlined permitting govemment—\ed organization delivering a ility Make degisi ax) aye; balanceq
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2026 Key Legislative Priorities

« Economic Prosperity and Partnership
- Affordable Housing

* Transportation
* 1-405/SR 167 Corridor

 Business Access and Transit (BAT) Lanes

« SR 520/124t Ave NE Interchange Project

e Streamlined Permitting




2026 State Policy Statement

« High Performance Government, including fiscal sustainability and
liability

* Thriving People & Communities, including human services and
behavioral health

» Vibrant Economy, including economic and workforce development

- Safe & Efficient Transportation, including Vision Zero and smart
mobility

« High Quality Built & Natural Environment, including utilities
infrastructure and land use

« Community Safety & Health, including first responders, law
enforcement, and justice
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Next Steps

Meetings with 41st and 48th district legislators and visits to
Olympia

Discussions with AWC, other cities, and stakeholders on key
emerging issues

Advance Key Legislative Priorities
January 21-22: AWC's City Action Days
February 17: House of Origin Cutoff

February 20: Revenue Forecast

March 6: Opposite House Cutoff

March 12: Legislative Session Ends
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