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WILBURTON/N.E. 8TH STREET
G O A L

The community Overview, Goals, 
and Policies for Wilburton/N.E. 8th 
Street including the 2024 update 
adding the Vision, Goals, and Policies 
for the Wilburton Transit-Oriented 
Development (TOD) area.

The Subarea Plan was recently 
updated to address policies 
pertaining to the Wilburton TOD 
area. Updates to the full Subarea 
Plan will be addressed as part of the 
neighborhood area planning process.

Attachment B
June 25, 2024 City Council Study Session 
Proposed Wilburton/N.E. 8th Street Subarea Plan (plan layout)
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O V E R V I E W

century when farms, a logging mill, a railroad and a commercial 
area near 116th and N.E. 8th Street were established. The 

workers into Wilburton by rail, including Japanese farmers who 

logging and milling declined with the lowering of Lake Washington 
in 1916, the area prospered through the 1930s for the growing, 

moved to internment camps, forcing Japanese farmers in Wilburton 
to sell their crops and lands. Following World War II, many Japanese 

not return.

in 1940 and 1963, there was rapid growth of homes during the 
1950s and 1960s in the area. In the 1950s, several car dealerships 

and 1967.

Today the Wilburton/N.E. 8th Street Subarea is centrally located 

Subarea a desirable place to live and work. Jobs, stores, schools, 

community members.

The Wilburton/N.E. 8th Street Subarea encompasses approximately 
1,600 acres. Its boundaries are generally Interstate-405 to the 
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is an approximately 300 acre mixed-use Wilburton Transit-
Oriented Development (TOD) area, the boundaries generally being 
Interstate-405 to the west, N.E. 12th Street to the north, Lake Hills 

S.E. to the east. Large areas of single-family residences make up 

Hill Park.

Today, the Interstate-405 business corridor, Lake Bellevue area, and 

redevelopment as they evolve from older suburban commercial 
strips to emerging urban, mixed-use areas that take advantage 
of proximity to light rail and public infrastructure investments 

new housing.

and approximately 18,500 people work, in the Wilburton/N.E. 8th 
Street Subarea. There are about 1,320 units of single-family housing 

botanical garden.

major issues.
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mixed-use areas through appropriate measures that limit 
impacts of more intensive uses.

 Encourage developers of property located on the south 

to harmoniously resolve landscape screening issues in 

as shown on the Land Use Plan (Figure S-WI.1). No access 
the site.

accordance with the Land Use Plan (Figure S-WI.1). 
Proposed development should be subject to design 

from the adjacent park land and to encourage structures 
which are similar in design, height, and bulk to structures 

the developers.
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for Single-family High- density use in accordance with the 

by the developer.

S.E. and approximately S.E. 5th Street is appropriate for 
park uses and should be designated public facility/park 
in accordance with the Land Use Plan (Figure S-WI.1). 

density uses in accordance with the Land Use Plan (Figure 

Design of this center should be complementary to the 

westward from the park and to encourage development 
that is similar in design, height, and bulk to structures along 

of the site should include trail easements from the 

easements should be designated by the Parks Department.
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 Protect and enhance streams, drainage ways, and 
wetlands in the Kelsey 

of 

 Development should not interfere with Lake Bellevue 

Drainage Plan.

 Enhance the cohesiveness of established single-family and 

Discussion: Neighborhood cohesiveness can be enhanced 
by: improving nonmotorized systems along streets and 

and centers.

for families.

development review.

Discussion: The visual impression of the size (height and 

development in the surrounding neighborhood.

should 
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management methods.

Discussion: The neighborhoods that lie between Kelsey 

avoiding I-405.

shopping, and transit service.

 Improve arterial streets to provide enhanced pedestrian 
and bicycle access, safety and comfort throughout the 

the subarea.

 Where capital projects are not imminent, encourage 

of purposes.

Discussion:

neighborhoods, and provide relief from pavement 
and development.

course use at the Glendale 

and served.
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 Support the enhancement of the Lake-to-Lake Trail and 
Greenway through Wilburton, with improvements along 

district sites which might be appropriate for park and 

 Encourage development of the Highland-Glendale site, 
located on the northeast corner of N.E. 8th Street and 

park facility.

park elements.

the Subarea.

such as benches, bus shelters, public art, and landscape 
barriers where appropriate.

Develop street tree plans for arterial streets and non-

tree plan.

future needs of the Subarea in a way that enhances the 
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W I L B U R T O N  T R A N S I T- O R I E N T E D 
D E V E L O P M E N T  ( T O D )  A R E A 
V I S I O N

The Wilburton Transit-Oriented Development (TOD) area is 

to the east, the Wilburton TOD area serves a diverse and growing 

retail, neighborhood services, and employment. 

Land use changes in the Wilburton TOD area are supported by light 

Within this larger TOD area, the area between Interstate-405, NE 
8th Street, the Eastrail corridor, and NE 4th Street is the primary 

with the Eastrail. This area accommodates the greatest amount 
and intensity of development, with a mix of housing, employment, 

corridor and NE 8th Street corridor accommodates mixed-use 
high-rise development while the east and southeast edges of the 

city parks.
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between I-405 and the Eastrail corridor; and Lake Bellevue, which 

future redevelopment.

Goal: 
light rail, the Eastrail corridor, and the 

height toward the east.

 Provide for mixed-use development with convenient 

accessible open spaces that support an engaging 
pedestrian experience.

 Use appropriate vehicle and bicycle parking supply and 

access, and local access needs.

 Develop compact, mixed-use site and neighborhood 

adjacent developments.

Goal: 
contribute toward vibrant places and corridors.

service and commercial uses and allow new service and 

land uses.
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scale retailers, emphasizing trail-oriented retail along the 
Eastrail corridor and the 

that support a diverse business mix within higher 
density development.

 Promote uses that create third place for people to gather, 
connect, and build community.

Goal: 

climate goals.

 Support the development of an environmentally resilient 
neighborhood through a sustainable district framework, 
code updates, and public-private partnerships.

development, including renewable energy, net-zero 
carbon emissions, and net-zero waste.

 Support and pursue partnerships toward the 
development of a district energy system.

carbon and greenhouse gas emissions throughout 
the project life cycle, with the intent to implement 

Promote and implement sustainable mobility through 

and 
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NE and 

process to expand green stormwater infrastructure, 
tree canopy, and landscaping that enhances ecological 

Goal: To expand diverse housing across unit types and 

housing through regulatory and 

types, including for seniors and families, that are close 

and services.

Provide for housing that supports a workforce 

levels being able to live in proximity to where they work.

Provide for housing units and amenity spaces that are 
directly accessible at ground level.

Goal: 
gathering spaces that will serve a growing community.

neighborhood parks of various sizes to serve the needs 
of the Wilburton TOD area and complement the citywide 
parks and open space system.
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 Seek, through the development process, small-scale 

Gardens and Wilburton Hill Park, with other parks and 
points of interest, including transit, employment, and 

linear open spaces.

public amenity.

 Provide for centrally located public space as part of the 

the Eastrail.

property owners to develop the Eastrail corridor into a 

within and adjacent to the corridor.

access, and 
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and open space network. Park areas 
are shown conceptually to illustrate 
park needs for the area.
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Goal: To create a safe, walkable, bikeable, and transit-rich 
urban neighborhood.

and landscaping.

 Incorporate an integrated system of local access and 

transit-oriented and trail-oriented land 

corridors to facilitate mobility and livability through 
development review.

 Work with developers to provide vehicle access onto 
their site via internal access corridors rather than along 
arterial streets.

transit users.

I-405 overpass to provide safer and more comfortable 

occupancy vehicle (HOV), high occupancy toll (HOT), and 
transit access to I-405.

 Provide for emergency and maintenance vehicular access 
to the Eastrail.

Eastrail and along/adjacent to the Eastrail through 
development review.
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paving and safety-related design treatments within the 
Eastrail corridor.

ensure safety and accessibility for all users, and advance 
review process.

Goal:
open spaces.

the area that create a sense of arrival from Wilburton 

corridors into the neighborhood.

frontage zone.

safe, and comfortable corridors to and through the area.

Use design guidelines and standards that promote a high-

ample access to sunlight, air, and 

corridor and the 

into streetscapes and public spaces to enhance 
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Use design guidelines and standards for development 
within and adjacent to the Eastrail corridor that consider 

groups along the corridor.

corridor and 

programmable area accessible to the public and allow for 

Eastrail corridor are designed to be clearly public and 
foster a sense of welcoming to all.

Goal:
within the Wilburton TOD area and throughout the city.

placemaking 

light rail guideway that is consistent with transit safety 

Eastrail corridor and the 
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Goal: 

Use land use code tools that enable development 

and family-sized housing units, open space, and 
community and cultural spaces.

Wilburton TOD area vision.

surrounding environment.



Wilburton/NE 8th Land Use Plan
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FIGURE S-WI.1

SF       Single Family
MF      Multi Family
 -L       Low Density
 -M      Medium Density
 -H      High Density
 -UR   Urban Residential

PO          Professional Office
O            Office
OLB        Office, Limited Business
OLB-OS  Office, Open Space
NB          Neighborhood Business
CB          Community Business

GC          General Commercial
LI            Light Industrial
PF           Public Facility
P             Park
MI           Medical Institution

# Fire Stations

n Public Schools

Planning Districts

Bellevue City Limits (2024)
Lakes
Outside of Bellevue


