
1

Park Naming 
Guidelines

Implementing Council Naming Policy

Betsy Anderson, Senior Planner
Parks & Community Services

October 15, 2025



Information and Discussion Only

2



1. Naming policy and 
implementation 
guidelines

2. Current park names 
in Bellevue

3. Process 
modifications

4. Next steps
5. Discussion

Agenda

3



4

Naming Policy and 
Implementation Guidelines
Council Resolution No. 10151 guides park naming in 
Bellevue. 



Council Resolution 10151 (Oct. 2022)
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Establishes policy for naming public parks and recreation 
facilities based upon the following criteria:

1. Neighborhood or geographical identification;
2. A natural or geographical feature;
3. An historical figure or name of historical or cultural 

significance;
4. An organization or individual that has made a 

significant contribution to the park system; and
5. In the case of names for individuals or historic figures, 

consideration of diversity, equity, and inclusion.



Role of Council and Board
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• Resolution 10151 directs 
that City Council 
designates the names of 
public parks and park 
facilities.

 

• Council may seek a 
recommendation from the 
Parks & Community 
Services Board, based on 
public input. 
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Current Park Names in Bellevue 
A study of Bellevue’s existing park names. 



Overall Categories of Park Names
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36% 26% 14.5%

11.5% 3% 9%

Naturalistic Place-Based Person/Family

Generic Indigenous Unknown
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Process Modifications
Process updates to better implement Council’s naming 
policy.



Process Modifications
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• More detailed descriptions 
requested for community-
suggested names

• Name options may be 
provided from sources in 
addition to community 
surveys

• Additional background 
research provided to Board 
for review



Process Modifications, continued
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• Additional research and 
evaluation criteria required for 
individual or family names 

• Additional outreach or 
consultation for names with 
cultural significance

• Guidance for other 
foreseeable situations, 
including translation, repetitive 
names, and renaming 
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Next Steps
• Staff will continue developing implementation 

guidelines. 
• New park naming processes will begin to 

incorporate these guidelines.
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Discussion



Discussion
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• As a Board member, what 
is important to you about 
the park naming process? 

• What do you like about the 
current process? What 
aspects could be changed?

• Any other comments or 
feedback to share? 
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Information and Discussion Only
Thank You!
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