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2025 State 
Legislative Session 

Kick-off

Katie Kuciemba Halse
Assistant Director of Intergovernmental Relations

City Manager’s Office

January 14, 2025
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Agenda

1. 2025 Legislative 
Session Expectations

2. Review Bellevue’s 
State Legislative Agenda

3. AWC Legislative Agenda

4. Next steps



2025 Legislative Political Climate

 All nine executive office positions retained by Democrats 
 Democrats retained, expanded majorities 
 Democrats can approve bonds and transfers out of the 

budget stabilization account without Republican support

 Significant turnover 
 Some new leadership, new

committee chairs, ranking 
members, committee 
members



2025 Legislative Session Preview
• First year of the two-year biennium, 105-day session 

(begins Jan. 13)
• Develop 2025-27 budgets

• Operating

• Transportation

• Capital

• Consider and adopt policy
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Likely Hot Topics in the 2025 Session
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• Budget shortfall

• Tax proposals

• Transportation funding

• Land use and zoning

• Environmental sustainability

• School funding



City of Bellevue 
2025 State Legislative Agenda
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2025 Key Legislative Priorities
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Transportation
• SR 520/124th Ave. NE Interchange
• I-405/SR 167 Corridor projects

Affordable Housing
Digital Permitting

Bellevue Grand 
Connection
• Downtown 

Integration Project
• I-405 Crossing



2025 State Policy Statement
• High Performance Government, including fiscal sustainability

• Vibrant Economy, including economic and workforce 
development

• Safe & Efficient Transportation

• High Quality Built & Natural Environment, including utilities, 
land use and stewardship

• Community Safety & Health, including first responders, law 
enforcement, justice

• Thriving People & Communities, including behavioral health 
and access to housing
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AWC 2025 Legislative Agenda

• Fiscal Sustainability
• Public Safety
• Infrastructure Investment
• Increasing Housing 

Supply
• Increase Behavioral 

Health Treatment 
Capacity



Next Steps

 January 13: Legislative session began

 January 15: Gov. Ferguson’s inaugural 
address

 Meetings with 41st and 48th district 
legislators and visits to Olympia 

 Discussions with AWC, other cities, and 
stakeholders on key emerging issues

 Advance Key Legislative Priorities

 February 19-20: AWC’s City Action Days

 April 27: Legislative Session Ends
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