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2023 State 
Legislative Agenda

Genesee Adkins – Chief of External Affairs

Lacey Jane Wolfe – Assistant Director, Intergovernmental Relations

City Manager’s Office

November 21, 2022



Direction

Staff recommends that the City Council consider, 
discuss, and adopt a State Legislative Agenda in 
advance of the next legislative session. 
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• Upcoming Session

• Draft 2023 State 
Legislative Agenda

• Priorities

• Statement of Policy

Agenda
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2023 Legislative Session
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• Begins January 9 

• 105-day “long” session

• Majorities will remain 
unchanged 

• Will craft three budgets
• Operating

• Capital

• Transportation

• Revenue Review
• November 18



Draft State Legislative Agenda –
Priorities 
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Affordable Housing and Land Use

• Legislators will again introduce bills with “missing middle” zoning 

mandates.

• AWC convened a workgroup, including Bellevue, to identify a 

compromise package.

• Cities agree that zoning alone will not solve the affordable housing crisis, 

and cities want to offer constructive approaches to density issues. 

• State investments, as well as local option incentives and tools are 

important to successfully build affordable housing.



Draft State Legislative Agenda –
Priorities 
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Transportation

• We do not expect a new transportation revenue package in 2023.

• Bellevue was one of the few cities that had several transportation 

priorities funded in 2022. 

• $450 million for I-405

• About $25 million for MTSG, Wilburton Trestle and I-90 Steel 

Bridge via Move Ahead Washington (MAW)

• In 2023, there will be stiff competition for phasing the MAW projects.



Draft State Legislative Agenda –
Priorities 
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• Affordable Housing and Land Use

• Transportation

• Services and Infrastructure for a Growing 

Community



Draft State Legislative Agenda –
Statement of Policy 
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• Homelessness and Human Services

• Climate and the Environment

• Fiscal Sustainability, Financing Tools, and General 

Government

• Equity and Social Justice

• Public Safety

• Transportation

• Public Works and Infrastructure

• Economic Development and Workforce

• AWC Legislative Priorities

• Implementing Bellevue’s Vision and Priorities



Association of Washington Cities
Legislative Priorities
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Adopted at the end of October:

• wacities.org/advocacy/City-Legislative-Priorities

• Respond to the Blake decision

• Address vehicle pursuits for public safety

• Ensure basic infrastructure funding

• Increase housing availability & affordability

• Provide behavioral health resources

City Action Days: February 15-16, 2023

https://wacities.org/advocacy/City-Legislative-Priorities


• Leg Agenda FYI - 1 of 2
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Action

Staff recommends that the City Council consider, 
discuss, and adopt a State Legislative Agenda in 
advance of the next legislative session. 
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