
Genesee Adkins, Chief of External Affairs 
City Manager’s Office  

January 2, 2024

State Legislative 
Session Kick-off



Direction
No direction sought tonight; This update is for 
information only.
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Agenda

1. Brief preview of the 
legislative session

2. Recap of Bellevue’s 
State Legislative Agenda

3. AWC legislative priorities

4. Timeline, Next steps
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• Begins January 8, 2024 
• 60-day (“short”) session
• Majorities will not change 
• Supplemental budgets

• Operating
• Capital
• Transportation

• Revenue Review
• November 20 
• February 20

Preview of Legislative Session
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Likely Hot 
Topics in the 
2024 Session

• Supplemental Budgets
• Climate Commitment Act
• Transit-Oriented Development
• Transportation Funding Challenges
• Organized Retail Theft
• HB 1110 Implementation
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Affordable Housing and Land Use
• Recognition of our state’s affordable housing crisis
• Desire to shape bills on transit-oriented development to be effective
• Interest in new and flexible local funding options

Infrastructure for a Growing Community
• Electric Fire Engine and Charging Infrastructure
• Mountains to Sound Greenway Trail funding shift
• I-405 Funding Gap

Bellevue State Legislative Agenda –
Priorities 
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• Homelessness and Human Services
• Climate and the Environment
• Fiscal Sustainability, Financing Tools, and General Government
• Equity and Social Justice
• Public Safety
• Transportation
• Public Works and Infrastructure
• Economic Development and Workforce
• AWC Legislative Priorities
• Implementing Bellevue’s Vision and Priorities

Bellevue State Legislative Agenda –
Statement of State Policy
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• Leg Agenda FYI - 1 of 2
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• Help recruit and retain police officers for public safety
• Revise the arbitrary property tax cap
• Continue investing in infrastructure
• Provide behavioral health resources

Adopted at the end of September:
https://wacities.org/advocacy/City-Legislative-Priorities

City Action Days: Feb. 7-8, 2024 in Lacey
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Association of Washington Cities
Legislative Priorities

https://wacities.org/advocacy/City-Legislative-Priorities


Engagement, Timeline, Next Steps
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• Meetings with 41st and 48th District lawmakers to brief 
them on Bellevue’s legislative priorities

• Discussions with AWC and other cities, as well as other 
stakeholders, on key emerging issues

• Identify key dates in the upcoming session when Bellevue 
will plan to be on the ground

• Plan to attend City Action Days on February 7-8, 2024
• Hit the ground running on Monday, January 8! 



Direction
For information only
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