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• Staff seeks direction to 
schedule a public hearing on 
Downtown Sub-area Plan 
Comprehensive Plan 
Amendments (CPA)

Direction
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• Redesignation of Downtown as a 
Regional Growth Center

• Regional Centers are priority areas for 
federal transportation funding

• Originally designated Regional Growth 
Center in 1995

• Updated in 2020 to meet the new 
Regional Centers Framework

• PSRC Monitoring and Redesignation 
process for existing centers

• Ensures compliance with PSRC 
Vision 2050

Overview
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Timeline

City Council
Initiation
January 14, 2025

Planning Commission
Study Session
June 11, 2025

Planning Commission
Introduction
May 28, 2025

Public Hearing
July 9, 2025
(tentative)

Council Action
Q4 2025
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What we heard May 28

Support for maintaining the Regional Growth Center designation

Commission Requests & Questions

• Request for more engagement with the downtown 
community, particularly renters

• Question about how we track work from home in 
accounting for jobs and commuting dynamics post-COVID
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Update growth targets to align with targets in the 
Comprehensive Plan

• All references to growth 
targets updated to 2044 
growth targets

• Targets for Downtown 
that are listed in Comp 
Plan (Volume 1)
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• Updated completed & 
upcoming projects

• Updated downtown 
history

• Updated project names

• Current transportation 
planning methods

Update description for potential for growth & 
planning for growth in Downtown Bellevue
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• The measures updated 
to the most recent data 
available 

• Growth target numbers 
updated to reflect new 
horizon year - 2044

Update current measures of housing, population, 
and jobs in the plan specific to Downtown
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• Added ‘A Community’s 
Vision’ section –
engagement process in 
Subarea Plan

Equitable Engagement process in update
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• All maps updated to 
include:

• New transportation 
infrastructure

• Current ADA graphic 
standards

• The maps will be 
included with Public 
Hearing draft of plan

Map update

Planning Commission Study Session June 11, 2025



Add policies to mitigate residential and 
commercial displacement



Add policies related to historically underserved 
communities



Add policies to reduce the impact on the 
environment



Latest comments received

Comments

• Received two comments to not add S-DT-23 “Increase access 
to affordable commercial space for small-scale retailers to 
grow and retain small businesses in Downtown”

• Received comment regarding description of Bellevue Square

• Received suggested changes to transportation narrative 
description of how we plan for transportation

• Received Suggested changes to transportation-related policies
• Out of scope of this update
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