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Legislative Session 

Mid-Session Update
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Katie Kuciemba Halse, Acting Asst Director, Intergovernmental Affairs

February 5, 2024
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Agenda

1. Bellevue’s State 
Legislative Agenda

2. Status of priorities

3. Olympia engagement: 
Testimony, city meetings, 
AWC City Action Days

4. Timeline, Next steps
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• Adopted in October

• This is our compass

• The primary lens we 
use to assess both 
funding opportunities 
as they arise, as well 
as develop strategies 
to get traction on 
important priorities

State Legislative Agenda
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Affordable Housing & Land Use
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Continues to be a major area of policy focus

A number of policy bills in motion, post-Jan. 31 cutoff:

• Transit-oriented development • Lot-splitting

• Housing element   • Co-living • Green building & setbacks

Also a discussion of funding tools:

• REET Legislation (HB 2276/SB 6191)



Services and Infrastructure for 
a Growing Community
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Electric Fire Engine and Charging Infrastructure

• Follows partial awards from the Dept. of Ecology

• $800K total request will help Bellevue and Redmond:

• Remove two diesel engines from service

• Purchase two electric fire engines

• Purchase and install charging infrastructure at two 

locations: Bellevue Fire Station 1 & Redmond Fire 

Station 12



Signature Transportation 
Investments
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Mountains to Sound Greenway Trail “Gap” in Bellevue

• Need funding sequenced so that Bellevue can use federal grant funds 

via PSRC that must be obligated by June 2025

• Governor’s proposed budget makes that shift – good news!

I-405 Funding Gap

• WSDOT shared the 2023 Updated Financial Plan Report with the 

Legislature

• Preparing to work post-session on a corridor strategy for long session

• Potential transportation funding mechanism very possible in 2025



Olympia 
Engagement

Everyday bill analysis

Councilmembers testimony

“Bellevue Day” - Feb. 2

AWC City Action Days –
Feb. 7-8

Ongoing delegation work 
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Next steps 
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Budget Steps

• Revenue and economic forecast February 14

• Expecting to see budgets from House and Senate Feb. 22 or 23

• That will leave about two weeks for three supplemental budgets to 

be negotiated before Sine Die (adjournment)

Key Dates

• Committee cutoffs: Jan 31 policy committees, February 5 fiscal

• House of Origin cutoff: February 13

• On-time adjournment: March 7
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