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Direction sought from Council

Direct staff to carry forward alternatives that passed 
fatal flaw screening for further evaluation
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Agenda

• Background

• Alternatives 
screening

• Community input

• Staff 
recommendation

• Direction sought
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Project history
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I-405 Master Plan 

developed

I-405 Access 

Decision Report 

Completed

NE10th St. 

Bridge & NB on-

ramp completed

Main St. bridge 

compatibility 

analysis

South Downtown 

Access Study

Final design and 

construction



Plan for growth



Study outcome

The City Council,       
in partnership with 
WSDOT, will select a 
preferred option 
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Alternative analysis process
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We are here



Tier 1 – Fatal flaw screening

• Bellevue’s plans and policies

• FHWA and WSDOT policies

• Constructability (cost consideration)
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Community engagement

• Stakeholder forums 

(virtual)

• Interest group 

presentations 

(virtual)

• Open house 

(online)
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Stakeholder forums

• Business/property owners and developers within the 
study area

• Representatives of:  

• Downtown Bellevue Residents Association

• Surrey Downs Community Club 

• Wilburton Community Association

• Bellecrest Neighborhood Association 

• Woodridge Community Association
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Stakeholder input highlights

• Generally supportive of a new access

• Prefer alternatives in the south part of the study area

• Integrate with other plans, multimodal emphasis

• Consider impacts to 114th Ave., existing properties, 
wetland and mitigation costs

• Consider traffic and safety impact on local streets

• Some wondered why the Main Street alternative is 
dropped and “no new interchange” is included
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1st Online 
Open House 

• Hosted online at 

engagingbellevue.com

• Five languages

• 2,383 people visited

• 247 visitors submitted 

1,164 comments
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Public input highlights

• Shared both support for, and concern about each 
alternative

• Prioritize and maintain access for people walking, biking 
and riding transit

• Coordinate the new interchange with other city initiatives, 
including Grand Connection

• Concern about “induced demand”, contribution to climate 
change

• Concern about impact to traffic on local streets

• Concern about adding congestion on I-405
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Initial alternative concepts
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SB on-ramp/NB 
overpass at NE 
2nd Street

NE Second 
Street Extension 
to Wilburton 

No new access
(baseline) 

NE 2nd - NE 4th

Street one-way 
couplet with on-
and off-ramps



Initial alternative concepts cont’d
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Half diamond at 
Main Street

WB to SB on-ramp 
at NE 2nd Street 
with extension

Half diamond at 
NE 2nd Street 
with extension

SB on-ramp at 
SE 5th Street 
with extension
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Express toll lane 
access to/from 
south at SE 6th 
Street

SE 6th Street 
extension with 
SB on-ramp

Lake Hills 
Connector SB 
on-ramp

Lake Hills 
Connector SB on-
ramp to inside I-
405

Initial alternative concepts cont’d



Staff recommendation

Carry forward five alternatives for 

further evaluation (Tier 2)
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No New Interchange 
(Baseline)

• Look for improvements to:

•Local streets

•Existing interchanges

• I-405 merge and weave 
areas
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NE 2nd St. extension to 
Wilburton

• Provides additional 

Downtown Wilburton 

connection

• No new access to I-405
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Express toll lane access 
to/from south at SE 6th St.

• Provides direct access to 
the express toll lanes

• Provides additional east-
west connection

• Farther away from 
downtown
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SE 6th St. extension with 
southbound on-ramp

• Provides additional access 
to I-405 southbound

• Provides additional east-
west connection

• Farther away from 
downtown
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Lake Hills Connector 
southbound on-ramp

• Provides I-405 southbound 
access from Wilburton

• No new downtown -
Wilburton connection

• No new access from 
downtown



Tier 2 alternative evaluation

Cost: ROW, 
construction, 
impact 
mitigations 

Access and 
barriers to bike, 
pedestrian travel

Impact on 
property 
development

Policy & urban 
design 
considerations

Travel time Stakeholder 
Input

Public input
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Study timeline
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Direction sought from Council

Direct staff to carry forward five alternatives that 
passed fatal flaw screening for further evaluation
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