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STUDY SESSION ITEM: 
DIGITAL & ELECTRONIC 
SIGNATURES



Should staff bring forward, at a subsequent City 
Council meeting, a Resolution authorizing the use 
of digital and electronic signatures in the City of 
Bellevue?

QUESTION PRESENTED:



• Agencies like the City of Bellevue are required to 
establish the use of electronic signatures by 
Ordinance, Resolution, Policy, or Rule. 

• The draft Resolution would authorize the use of 
electronic signatures for City business. 

• Individual Departments within the City would 
determine when the use of electronic       
signatures is appropriate. 

BACKGROUND & OVERVIEW:



• Increased efficiency
• Increased security
• Accessibility for all Bellevue citizens
• Accessibility for successor City employees
• Leverage the City’s investment in digital 

technology
• Environmental benefits 

CITY AND PUBLIC BENEFITS:



• Supports goal of 100% paperless permitting and 
beginning-to-end electronic processing

• Reduces steps in the permitting process
• Access to digital documents is faster
• Permit records and public information 

provided with optical character recognition
• Environmental benefits- reduced printing 

and storage costs

EXAMPLES OF BENEFITS WITHIN 
DEVELOPMENT SERVICES:



DEVELOPMENT 
CODES & 
STANDARDS:



CODE 
INTERPRETATIONS 
& PROCEDURES:



LAND USE 
STAFF 
REPORTS:



• Electronic Signatures: Can be any electronic sound, 
symbol, or process adopted by the person with the 
intent to sign the record. 

• Example: “/s/ PedBee”  

ELECTRONIC SIGNATURES:



• Digital Signatures: A digital signature is one type of 
electronic signature. 

• Digital signatures have a digital certificate behind 
them, which ensures authentication when 
sending a "signed" electronic document. 

DIGITAL SIGNATURES:



• Digital and electronic signatures have the same 
force and effect of a signature affixed by hand.

• The draft Resolution provides the method and 
process that must be employed for the use of 
digital signatures to conduct City business.

• The draft Resolution provides that the City 
Manager, or their designee, may approve use 
electronic signatures if the process ensures 
security, authentication, integrity, 
and non-repudiation of the electronic 
communication.

QUALITY CONTROL:



• Direct staff to bring forward a Resolution authorizing 
the use of digital and electronic signatures in the 
City of Bellevue.

• Provide alternative direction regarding the use of 
digital and electronic signatures in the City.  

OPTIONS:
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