
Supporting a Robust, Fair and Accurate 2020 Census

Transportation Commission December 12, 2019

2020 Census
What, Why, How?



Census Day 
April 1, 2020

110 DAYS 
TO GO!

Article 1, Section 2 U.S. Constitution

“The actual Enumeration shall be made within three Years 
after the first Meeting of the Congress of the United States, and 
within every subsequent Term of ten Years, in such Manner 
as they shall by Law direct.”



Why do we do a 
Census?

Representation

To ensure everyone  
has fair 
representation 
when important 
legislation is made 
affecting their 
communities, both 
nationally and 
locally. 

U.S. House of Representatives

435 Total Representatives | 10 Representatives in Washington



Funding
Counting for 

Dollars
WASHINGTON

Total = 
$16,676,186,274

Per Capita = $2,321 
*

* Total Fiscal Year 2016 
obligations for the 55 
large Census guided 
federal expenditure 

programs divided by the 
population 

as of 1 July 2016 



Federal and 
State 
Funding 
coming to 
Bellevue 
since 2010

• $76,200,000 for Transportation 
projects

• $7,100,000 for Park projects

• $5,800,000 for Community 
Development Block Grants

• $40,900,000 in state distributions

• $112,200,000 to Bellevue School 
District



- 124th Ave SE Connection to I-90 Trail (design)
- Connect Downtown Implementation
- East King County Bike Wayfinding (Bellevue Corridors) 
- Mountains to Sound Greenway (pre-design, I-90 MP 10 to MP 13) 
- 120th Ave NE Corridor (Widening)(NE 4th to NE 8th St) (Stage 1) 
- NE 4th St Extension (116th to 120th Ave NE) 
- 148th Ave NE/SE Pedestrian Safety Improvements - NE 29th PL to SE 38th St 
- NE 8th St/Crossroads Mid-block Crossing 
- Mountain to Sound Greenway Trail (Factoria to 150th design)
- Factoria Blvd Overlay 
- Northup Way Connection to SR 520 Trail (108th to 122nd Ave NE) 
- Communities in Motion Grant 7/1/16-12/31/18 (TDM I-90 School Pool (Community Trip 

Reduction Initiative-Federal)) 
- Citywide Safety Improvements 
- West Lake Sammamish Parkway Sidewalk Connection (eastside of the 4300 block) 
- 120th Ave NE (NE 8th St to NE 12th St)(Stage 2) (PE $1,100,686)($3,189,761) 
- Spring Blvd Multi-Modal Corridor (NE 15th-116th to 120th, Zone 1)(NE 15th-120th to 124th, 

Zone 2)(design) 
- Richards Road/Lake Hills Connector Overlay (PE & CN) 
- Lake Washington Blvd (Newport Hills P&R to SE 60th St) 
- BelRed Road Preservation (124th Ave NE to NE 30th St)(CN phase only $1.5M award 

benefitting, 95% Bellevue / 5% Redmond) 
- 120th Ave NE (12th to 16th, Stage 3) 

Bellevue transportation projects receiving federal grant funding since 2011:









Why is Demographic Information 
Important?
(demos = people + graphics = measures)

Adapted from the guiding principles in the City of 
Bellevue’s Diversity Advantage Plan.

To understand the diverse needs of Bellevue’s population today and anticipate how 
needs might change in the future. With this understanding we can ensure:

o Everyone has access to city programs, services and facilities,

o Programs, services and facilities are equitable, creating a fair and just community,

o Programs, services and facilities are inclusive, providing a safe and gracious space 
where the entire community can engage in civic life,

o Residents have opportunities to connect to the resources they need, and

o Cultural competence is increasing, facilitating effective interactions between 
people from diverse cultures. 

https://bellevuewa.gov/city-government/departments/city-managers-office/diversity/guiding-principles


Informed 
Decisions

Decisions based on how many people would benefit or be 
impacted.

 How many older adults need transportation services?

 How many children would benefit from after school 
language programs?

 How many households are at risk of being displaced?

 How many people will be drawing on this water supply?

Strategies developed based on who we are serving and 
what their needs are.

 What types of programs would best serve people living 
near this community center? 

 Where are our most vulnerable populations located?

 What languages should we translate a notice into?



When and 
how will the 
2020 Census 
be 
conducted?

Timeline

 March 12-24: Mailings inviting people to complete the 
census questionnaire online

 March 26-April 3: Reminder postcard mailed

 April 1: Census Day

If people don’t respond …

 April 8-16: Reminder letter and paper questionnaire 
mailed

 April 20-27: Final reminder postcard mailed

 May-late July: Census takers knock on doors of 
households who have not responded to collect 
information in person

How can you respond?
1. Online 12 non-English languages, 
2. By phone 12 non-English languages, or 
3. By mail Spanish & English + 59 lang. guides



What 
questions will 
be asked?

 Age

 Hispanic Origin

 Race

 Relationship to householder

 Sex 

 Tenure (Owner/Renter)

 Operational questions:
 Number of people living at the address

 Any additional people staying not included above

 Telephone number of person filling out the 
questionnaire

 Names of people living at address

 Whether anyone usually lives or stays somewhere else



New challenges in 2020

o New self-response options – Responding online 
could be challenging for those without internet 
access or with low digital skills. Concerns raised 
with how digital information will be protected.

o Increased levels of public distrust in government 
– Also, concerns raised about potential spread 
of misinformation or disinformation.

o Reduced Census Bureau visibility – Fewer local 
census area offices and reduced field presence 
will reduce local community visibility.

Challenges: Declining Self-Response and 
Escalating Costs
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Hard to Count populations

o Recent immigrants - About 24,500 Bellevue residents, 
or 17 percent of Bellevue’s population entered the U.S. 
after 2010 and have never participated in a U.S. Census 
before.

o Limited English speakers – Nearly 43 percent of 
Bellevue’s residents five years and over spoke a 
language other than English at home in 2017, and 
nearly 15 percent reported they spoke English less than 
“very well.”

o Non U.S. citizens – About 34,169 Bellevue residents 
were not U.S. citizens in 2017, nearly a quarter of 
Bellevue’s overall population
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Hard to Count populations

o Highly mobile populations such as renters who in 2017 
comprised about 45 percent of Bellevue’s households, 
the homeless population and young adults, especially 
young males. 

o Young children zero to four years of age (especially 
babies) - comprised over 5 % of Bellevue’s population. 

o Low income households without access to the 
internet, and people living in overcrowded situations. 

o Response Outreach Area Mapper (ROAM)

https://gis-portal.data.census.gov/arcgis/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=64f6a4d47e864b9699af6ce6338d49bd


Areas with concentrations of hard to count 
populations.



Publications

People Places



What we are 
doing to 
combat 
these 
challenges: 
Efforts to 
date

o Local Update to Census Addresses – City Address 
Coordinator has combed through and corrected master 
address list.

o Identifying Local Benefits to Bellevue – Financial 
analysts and grant program staff gathered data on local 
projects receiving federal and state funding.

o Eastside Collaboration – the East King County 
Communities Count Committee was launched in 
September bringing local governments, school districts, 
and community based organizations together to 
collaborate on raising awareness of the 2020 Census.

o Council Proclamation and $50K Contribution to the 
Regional Census Fund  – On April 15, Bellevue City Council 
proclaimed the month of April 2019 to be Census 
Awareness month and announced the city was 
contributing $50,000 to the Regional Census Fund.

o Print and Digital Publications – Articles in The Bellevue 
Reporter,  It’s Your City and the creation of a 2020 Census 
webpage on the city’s website.

https://www.calameo.com/books/0004428201baf7b44ccfc
https://bellevuewa.gov/city-government/departments/community-development/data/demographic-data/2020-census
















Key 
Messages

o Power and money. The 
decennial census is the 
cornerstone of our 
democracy ensuring WA 
gets its fair share of 
representatives in 
Congress. It also informs 
the distribution of billions 
dollars every year ($675B in 
2016 alone). 

o 10 questions, 10 minutes, 
10 years. It takes just 10 
minutes to answer 10 
questions that will shape 
investments in your 
community for 10 years.

o Confidential, secure and 
protected by law. Title 13 
prohibits the U.S. Census 
Bureau from sharing your 
responses with any court or 
other government agency, 
including the FBI, ICE or 
the Department of 
Homeland Security.

o Everyone counts. The 
2020 Census will count 
everyone – from newborns 
to grandparents. Everyone 
living in the United States, 
regardless of how long 
they have lived in the U.S. 
is required by law to be 
counted in the 2020 
Census.



o Become a Census Ambassador by educating yourself and 
others.  Check out 2020census.gov to view numerous 
factsheets and videos on 2020 Census basics.

o Tell people about Census jobs. Census takers can work 
flexible hours and earn up to $25.50 per hour in King County.

o Develop a work plan identifying people, publications and 
places to spread the word about the 2020 Census. 

o Post on social media on the What, Why and How of the 
2020 Census.

o Include a 2020 Census article in your publications such as 
your website or newsletter, and hang 2020 Census posters 
at your facilities.

o Make announcements about  the 2020 Census at events 
highlighting the importance, ease and confidentiality of 
responding.

o Host a Census Party, Questionnaire Assistance Center or 
Kiosk

How 
You 
Can 
Help

2020census.gov


For more 
information

Gwen Rousseau, AICP, Senior Planner
Community Development
(425) 452-2743
grousseau@bellevuewa.gov

City of Bellevue: bellevuewa.gov/2020census

East King County Communities Count Committee

King County Regional Census Committee

Washington State Complete Count Committee

Pierce County 2020 Census webpage

East King County Communities Count Committee

U.S. Census Bureau webpages: 2020census.gov
and Become a Census Partner

mailto:grousseau@bellevuewa.gov
http://www.bellevuewa.gov/2020census
http://ericmembers.org/2020-census/
https://kingcounty.gov/elected/executive/constantine/priorities/census.aspx
https://www.ofm.wa.gov/washington-data-research/population-demographics/decennial-census/2020-census-everyone-counts
https://www.piercecountywa.gov/5853/2020-Census
http://ericmembers.org/2020-census/
http://www.2020census.gov/
https://www.census.gov/partners/2020.html


Be counted and help our community thrive!

2020census.gov

http://www.2020census.gov/

