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Agenda

• Introductions/ Welcoming 
Remarks/ Accomplishments

• Zoom Virtual Challenge

• Equity in Planning Approaches

• Planning Commission Role & 
Guiding Principles

• Looking Forward – Strategic 
Initiatives

• Employment Trends and 
Impacts from COVID-19

• Summary & Closing Remarks
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Zoom Virtual 
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Approaches to 
Equity in 
Planning
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1. Chinese

2. Spanish

3. Korean

4. Hindi

5. Russian

6. Japanese

7. French

8. Persian

9. Vietnamese

10.Tagalog

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2011-2013 American 
Community Survey

Note: ACS estimates 
contain margins of error 
and differences between 
tracts shown in map may 
not be statistically 
significant.

Top Ten Languages other than English 

Spoken at Home in Bellevue. 

In 2013, about 41

percent of Bellevue’s 

population 5 and over 

spoke a language other 

than English at home.

Over 87 different first 

languages were spoken 

by children in Bellevue 

School District.

Languages Spoken
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Note: ACS estimates 
contain margins of error 
and differences between 
tracts shown in map may 
not be statistically 
significant.

Place of Birth

About a third of Bellevue’s residents were born in Washington State, another third 

in a different U.S. state, and another third were born in a foreign country.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2009-2013 American Community Survey

Place of Birth (2009-2013) World Region of Birth for the Foreign-Born Population (2009-2013) 

Asian Pop., Place of Birth

Asia
66%

Europe
16%

Africa
3%

Oceania
1%

Latin 
America

10%

Northern 
America

4%

Washington
33%

Northeast
4%

Midwest
9%

South
5%

West
13%

Outside 
U.S.
2%

Foreign 
born
34%
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Community Engagement
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• Cultural Outreach 
Assistants:

o Scheduled 4 
presentations through 
January 2021

o 22 survey responses 
in Chinese

o 19 survey responses 
in Korean

• Translation of project 
materials into different 
languages

• Optional demographic 
questions on surveys

• Youth outreach 



Discussion: Approaches to 
Equity in Planning

• Trying new tools and approaches relating to equity 

• Elements specific to Planning Commission process/ 
engagement

• Feedback loops to measure outcomes and 
successes

• Other?
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Planning 
Commission Role & 
Guiding Principles
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Role of the Commission

• Recommendations to the City Council on changes to the City’s 
Comprehensive Plan and Land Use and Development Code. 

• Legislative process for Comprehensive plan map and text changes 
and zoning map and text changes, as well as subarea and district 
plans that will adopted by reference into the Comprehensive Plan.

• Tasked with considering the long-term growth and development of 
the City.

• Considering the impact of land use decisions on community 
livability, economic opportunity, housing affordability, public 
services, and the environment. 

• Long term community perspective to land use policy. 

• Responsible for maintaining an accessible process that informs and 
educates the public. 
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Discussion: Commission Role 
and Guiding Principles

• What is working well?

• Timing for policy discussions with the Commission

• Opportunities for improvement/ collaboration

• Other?
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Looking Forward 

Strategic Initiatives
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Discussion: Strategic Initiatives

• General understanding of process for 
initiatives (e.g. Vision, CPA, LUCA) 

• Learning opportunities related to future 
Commission work

• Readying for Major Comprehensive Plan 
Update scoping to occur in 2021

• Other? 
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Employment 
Trends and Impacts 
from COVID
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Work from Home 
by Occupation

17

Computer, Engineering, 
and Science Occupations

24%

Education, Legal, 
Community Service, Arts, 
and Media Occupations

10%

Healthcare Practitioners 
and Technical 
Occupations

5%Management, Business, 
and Financial 
Occupations

25%

Natural Resources, 
Construction, and 

Maintenance 
Occupations

3%

Production, 
Transportation, and 

Material Moving 
Occupations

6%

Sales and Office 
Occupations

16%

Service Occupations
11%

Pre-COVID Data for 

Bellevue Households



Work from Home by Income
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Data from 

October 2020 

for larger 

Metro Area



Economic Trends

Employment:

• Affecting lowest earning populations 
the most

• Signs of unemployment going down 
from high in April

Tourism:

• Significant year to year impact in hotel 
occupancy and visitor counts

Office Market:

• Vacancy rates relatively low 

• Office rents have seen little change

• Indications that Bellevue’s office 
market remains strong
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Development Activity

• Development review very busy; 
includes large, complex projects

• By in large, major development 
projects continue to proceed (see 
Downtown and BelRed major 
projects lists)

• Amazon-related growth significant 
component of development

• Focused in and around light rail 
station areas
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Discussion: Employment 
Trends/ COVID Impacts

• Thoughts on longer-term implications of 

COVID (amount and type of growth, transit use 

and other modes)

• Support for residents, businesses, non-profits

• Considerations for Commission/ Staff work 

moving forward

• Other?
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