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Planning Commission Direction 
Provide direction on the engagement report, the resulting 
community themes, and how these have been carried out 
in the draft Neighborhood Area Plans.
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Agenda
• Schedule
• Community Engagement Report
• Draft Plans Overview
• Themes of Engagement
• Shifted Neighborhood Boundaries
• Next Steps
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Great Neighborhoods Schedule
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Community Engagement Report
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Neighborhood Area Plans
• Provide guidance – act as 

roadmaps
• Highlight what is unique 

about each neighborhood
• Work with the communities 

to shape neighborhoods’ 
futures

• Updated in groups of two –
beginning with Northeast 
Bellevue & Northwest 
Bellevue
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Events

• 10 general events open to each Neighborhood (17 total)
• 35 general discussions with individuals or organizations
• 7 presentations to community groups through Cultural 

Outreach Assistants
• 76 presentations to individuals and organization leaders 

through Cultural Outreach Assistants
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Questionnaires + 
Online Participation

• 320 people in NE and 222 people in NW provided 
feedback on Engaging Bellevue

• 386+ households in NE and 255+ households in NW 
returned the mailed questionnaire

• Solicited feedback on the draft policies using the 
Engaging Bellevue survey tool

• Over 2500 people from diverse communities reached 
through cultural outreach on social media

• Over 8000 people were informed about neighborhood 
planning efforts via digital advertising
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Questionnaire Demographics: 
Northeast Bellevue
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* Census data does not offer nonbinary gender 
options or living at home with family, but NAP 
demographic information did



Questionnaire Demographics: 
Northwest Bellevue
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Demographics

* Census data does not offer nonbinary gender 
options or living at home with family, but NAP 
demographic information did
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Draft Plans Overview
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Plan Template
• A vision statement

• A neighborhood profile

• Neighborhood context 
regarding challenges and 
opportunities

• Goals and policies to guide 
future decisions

12



Policies vs Implementation
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GOALS + POLICIES

• “Why”

• Multiple approaches

• Usually expressed in 
broad terms

• Changes less frequently

IMPLEMENTATION

• “How,” “When,” & “Who”

• Specific approach

• Often stated in detail

• Prone to change



Example
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IMPLEMENTATION 
OPPORTUNITIES

• Community-organized 
events

• Education on block party 
or park event permitting

• Park enhancement 
considerations

POLICY S-NW-12

Support efforts to create 
gathering opportunities, 
bringing together residents from 
different sub-neighborhoods, 
cultures, ages, or backgrounds.”

“



Engagement Themes
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Northeast Bellevue Assets
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Northwest Bellevue Assets
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Northeast Bellevue Concerns

18



Northwest Bellevue Concerns
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Housing Discussions

• Both neighborhoods brought up housing issues for 
discussion

• The Comprehensive Plan includes “Allow detached 
accessory dwelling units where expressly allowed by 
neighborhood subarea plans” in the Housing Element

• The Affordable Housing Strategy includes a strategy to 
“Create a variety of housing options”

• B-2. Update accessory dwelling unit standards and 
allow detached units in self-selected neighborhoods.

• Resulting events  brainstorming session, open house 
breakout, DADU/housing options conversation, policy 
survey
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DADUs Response

“Backyard cottages would provide an important smaller 
and more affordable housing option in ________.”
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Northeast Bellevue

Northwest Bellevue



Housing Discussions

• Both Neighborhoods have community members on both 
sides of the issue when considering detached accessory 
dwelling units (DADUs) in particular
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I want seniors, young people and modest 
income people to be able to rent backyard 
cottages and stay in the Northtown 
neighborhood where I live. I want duplex 
or triplex units to be allowed which would 
be the same scale and mass as the 
mcmansions now being built after the 
smaller, original ramblers where I live, 
and rent get torn down.

~ Comment from Values Survey

I don't agree with ADUs in my 
neighborhood. Not enough sidewalks -
actually none. Increased housing in my 
neighborhood puts more vehicles on the 
roads, which are not designed for 
multifamily living. Lots of people walk, 
with pets, children, and families. Several 
us walking assisted devices. My 
neighborhood should remain designated 
for only single-family homes.

~ Comment from Policy Survey



Citywide Themes

• Trees, open space, and natural assets should be 
protected

• Pedestrian improvements needed to improve the 
walkability of both Neighborhoods

• Easy access to retail and amenities desired
• Growth pressure concerns

• Redevelopment of single-family lots
• Housing shortage and resulting increased prices
• Infrastructure impacts
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Northeast Bellevue Experiences

*Maps Data: Google 2021 (streetview) 

**

* ** *



Northeast Bellevue Themes

• Increasing opportunities for building community 
connections – gathering spaces, community events

• Maintaining peaceful character of Northeast Bellevue
• Responding to increasing growth in adjacent areas of 

BelRed, Crossroads, and Overlake
• Separation and buffering
• Traffic impacts
• Safety concerns
• Walkability and crossing distances concerns

• Concerns about potential increase in single-family 
redevelopment and scale
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Northwest Bellevue Experiences

*Maps Data: Google 2021 (streetview) 

*

*



Northwest Bellevue Themes

• Maintaining variety of sub-neighborhoods
• Enhancing separation from Downtown
• Responding to significant redevelopment of single-

family properties (the highest percentage of all 
Neighborhoods in the last 10 years)

• Impacts on neighborhood character
• Tree canopy reduction concerns
• Affordability concerns
• Concern about long-term impacts near Downtown

• Walkability prioritized even more than in Northeast 
Bellevue
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Policy Sections

Sense of Place

5/27/2021 28

Sense of Community

Housing Affordability

Mobility and Access

Environment



Neighborhood Boundaries
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Neighborhood 
Area Shifts

• Northwest Bellevue 
(previously North 
Bellevue) 
boundaries have not 
shifted

• Northeast Bellevue 
boundaries include 
three changes 



Crossroads Policies

• Several Crossroads Policies 
reference areas of what is 
now Northeast Bellevue

• These policies will be 
stricken from the 
Crossroads plan and, where 
still relevant, moved over to 
the Northeast Bellevue plan

• District A + Shifted portion of 
District B = New Northeast 
Bellevue “District A”
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Next Steps
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Planning Commission Direction 
Provide direction on the engagement report, the resulting 
community themes, and how these have been carried out 
in the draft Neighborhood Area Plans.
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